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Perceived Need 

The Problem What is needed 

The current quilt-work of 
land planning and land use 
decision processes is 
confusing to the public and 
hinders valley-wide, long-
term visioning. 

 

Official planning is 
constrained by artificial 
boundaries and timelines. 

 

Easier access to planning 
information 

Better understanding of 
planning processes. 

Link residents, planners, 
decision-makers, developers. 

An ongoing forum and 
information repository not 
limited by official planning 
mandates or timelines. 
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The Approach Taken 

Valley Vision provides 

 

 

 

 

about land planning that is being done for people and 
the natural environment of the Bulkley Valley. 
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Information 
Opportunities 
to Collaborate 



The Approach Taken (continued) 

 Generous donations : 
 Brian Edmison 2007-2010 

 Wetzin’kwa Community Forest  2009 - 2010 

 GEOIDE contract 2009 via Ray Chipeniuk 

 Steering Committee: 
 Brian Edmison, Chartered Accountant 

 Anne Hetherington, Ecosystem Specialist 

 Don Morgan, Wildlife and Range Researcher 

 Ray Chipeniuk, PhD (public planning researcher) 

 Administration 
 Bulkley Valley Research Centre 

 Steve Osborn (contract and volunteer) 
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The Approach Taken (continued) 

Valley Vision’s Guiding Principles: 

 maintain a neutral point of view for content 

 provide its services without becoming entangled in the 
issues  “Passive Facilitation” 
 
 

 Pro-active dis-obfuscation of process and information 
e.g. legal ad applying for exclusion from the Agricultural Land Reserve 
at LD 14 SEC 14 TWP 1A RNG5 Part W1/2 of SE 1/4, Except Plan PRP 
13640 PRP 13941 
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Results 

 Website up and available for three years  2009-2011 

 165 pages of content including ~ 30 news items/yr 

 10-15 comments per year. Total of 23 posted. 

 Increasing use over time 

 74% increase in visits from 2009 to 2010 

 20% of visitors come directly.  20% referred from 
other sites . 60% arrive from a search engine. 

 40% stay to look around. 60% leave right away 
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Results  (continued) 
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Observations  

1. Valley Vision was successful in helping people navigate 
planning processes and providing an ongoing access to 
unique information. 

 

2. Despite generous support from a few sources, VV was not 
able to increase or broaden support. Possibly due to: 

 VV does what government should be doing? 

 People would rather support a cause than a neutral site? 

 No obvious owner/champion to give it cachet/exposure? 
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Observations 
3. People not as active on the web-site as hoped: 

 Comment box simple but still intimidating? 

 Neutral content does not incite discussion. 

 Small audience = tiny # of contributors 

 Wikipedia had 80 million visitors in December 2010 
and about 80,000 active contributors = 0.1% active  

 Valley Vision had 216 visitors and 1 contributor = 0.4% 

4. The slogan “towards a comprehensive vision for 
the future of the Bulkley Valley” is unrealistic in a 
passive facilitation approach. 

9 



Can/should VV be revived? 

2013 survey confirmed interest: 

• 95% of 23 survey responses said there is a need 
for a one-stop portal and repository of land 
planning information in the Bulkley Valley.  

 82% said VV should be updated & maintained. 

 90% said there is a need for an online forum to 
discuss land planning issues  
(86% also said they prefer public meetings). 
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How? 

Who would be the owner? 

Can VV collaborate with similar efforts elsewhere? 

Would a province-wide scope bring in sponsors? 

 Should VV try to be a forum for discussion or just a 
repository of information and news? 

 Should there be expert articles on select issues? 

How should social media be utilized? 

Are there other models to learn from or utilize? 

e.g.  Placespeak.ca 
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But is there a business case? 

Apparently not: 

 Government agencies have no funding  

 Foundations don’t provide core funding 

 Not suited to solely volunteer-run operation 

 Not designed to utilize proponent funding  
(e.g. placespeak .ca) 

 

So,  

Valley Vision is a completed project that contributes to 
the knowledge base; like BVRC’s other completed 
projects. 
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