Commemorating 10 Years of Bulkley Valley Research Centre Awards

Deborah Cichowski (left), winner of the 2016 Irving Fox Award, pictured with Rosemary Fox, the wife of the
late Irving Fox (founding Board Member).

On Monday, March 14, the Bulkley Valley Research Centre (BVRC) welcomed 30 people
to its annual general meeting at the Aspen Riverhouse. It was an eventful evening with
the BVRC commemorating the 10-year anniversary of two of its major research awards:
The Irving Fox Award and the Jim Pojar Award.
Sybille Haeussler, former BVRC President says: “Here at the research centre we are
extremely proud that we have been presenting these awards for ten years. There is a
tremendous amount of work going on in the region and these awards provide a chance
to showcase and celebrate this.”
Bulkley Valley Research Centre created the two awards in 2006 to recognize
contributions towards the understanding and practice of sustainable management of
natural resources in northwest British Columbia. The awards honour two of the BVRC’s
founders, Professor Irving Fox (instigator and founding Board Member, a distinguished
natural resources planner). Dr. Jim Pojar (the first BVRC President, a distinguished
botanist).
At the AGM three BVRC awards were announced for 2016. Deborah Cichowski, a
caribou biologist from Smithers, received the 2016 Irving Fox Lifetime Achievement
Award for her outstanding 25-year contribution to the scientific knowledge and
conservation of the Tweedsmuir-Entiako caribou herd, and more broadly for her
dedication to conservation of endangered woodland caribou in Canada. Dr. Leslie Main
Johnson was awarded the 2016 Jim Pojar Publication of the Year Award for her
publication “Trail of Story, Traveller’s Path: Reflections on Ethnoecology and
Landscape.” Robert Westcott was awarded the BVRC’s Volunteer Distinction Award for
so generously sharing his knowledge and experience with the BVRC on a wide range of
operations and projects throughout 2015.
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