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Adding On:
Knowledge Management and Cumulative Effects 



The Bulkley Valley Research Centre 
is pleased to present Adding On, the 
follow up to its 2012 Adding It All Up 
conference. The purpose of this forum is 
to create dialogue around managing for 
cumulative effects, with a focus on data 
management and the ways we collect, 
store and distribute knowledge so it can 
best contribute to informed decision-
making. We invite you to take part in this 
discussion. Table breakout groups, panel 
discussions and five-minute forums are 
all intended to bring a diversity of voices 
to the discussion around cumulative 
effects and knowledge management. We 
look forward to hearing from you! 

     Sincerely,
     The Organizing 
     Committee

Thanks for attending...



Sybille Haeussler, President
Bulkley Valley Research Centre
Sybille Haeussler is a forest scientist who studies 
terrestrial ecosystems. She grew up in Kitimat and 
arrived in Smithers in 1978. Sybille operates Skeena 
Forestry Consultants, is an adjunct professor at 
UNBC and volunteers in environmental education. 
She helped found the Bulkley Valley Research Centre 
and has been president intermittently since 2004.

250-847-6082 • Sybille.Haeussler@unbc.ca

Don Morgan, Forum Co-Chair
Don Morgan is a systems ecologist with the BC 
Ministry of Environment, Ecosystem Protection and 
Sustainability Branch and director of operations 
at the BVRC. His research focuses on methods for 
describing and analysing socio-ecological systems 
with an emphasis on cumulative effects assessment 
and climate change adaptation. He applies innovative 
methods to explore uncertainty, particularly the 
impact of climate change on ecological processes and 
its interaction with resource management decisions.

250-877-3199 • Don.Morgan@gov.bc.ca 

Heather Bauer, Forum Co-Chair
Heather Bauer has worked for the province for 
10 years. Educated as a geographer, she has 
worked on seafood marketing and statistics and 
intergovernmental relations. Currently, she is the 
senior climate action analyst with the Climate 
Action Secretariat and leads outreach and citizen 
engagement. She has an interest and knack for plain 
language communications, innovation and change 
management processes, which she practises daily 
with her eight-year-old son, Jack.

250-387-2759 • Heather.Bauer@gov.bc.ca
www.LivesmartBCcommunity.ca



David de Wit, Natural Resources Manager, 
Office of the Wet’suwet’en

David de Wit is a Wet’suwet’en member of the 
Laksilyu Clan, belonging to the House on Top of Flat 
Rock (Tsekalbaiyex). He studied Integrated Resource 
Management in British Columbia and completed a 
biology degree at the University of Calgary. He is a 
board member of the Wetzin’kwa Community Forest 
Corporation and sits on the Advisory Committee for 
the NWCC, School of Exploration and Mining.

david.dewit@wetsuweten.com

Rina Gemeinhardt, Consultation Referral 
Specialist, Kitsumkalum First Nation

Rina Gemeinhardt is a consultation referral specialist 
in environmental assessments, referrals, audits, 
economic benefit agreements, natural resources 
advising, valuation and more on behalf of the 
Kitsumkalum First Nation. 

rgemeinhardt@kitsumkalum.bc.ca

Ross Wilson, Executive Director, Metlakatla 
Stewardship Society

250-628-3315 • rwilson@metlakatla.ca

SESSION 1. SETTING THE CONTEXT. 
FACILITATOR:  DON MORGAN



Rick Budhwa, Principal, Crossroads Cultural 
Resource Management 

Rick Budhwa’s research includes First Nations oral 
traditions and oral histories, British Columbia legal 
proceedings and government legislation regarding 
oral traditions. Rick attended the University of 
Western Ontario in London, Ontario where he 
received his Bachelor of Arts in anthropology. He 
later completed a post-baccalaureate diploma in 
archaeology and master’s degree in anthropology, 
First Nations studies and archaeology at Simon 
Fraser University. Rick teaches at Northwest 
Community College and is research program 
manager at the BVRC.

250-877-7858 • rick@crossroadscrm.com
Box 4343 • Smithers, BC • V0J 2N0

Doug Donaldson, MLA for Stikine
Doug Donaldson was elected MLA for Stikine in 
2009.  In the Official Opposition caucus he holds the 
portfolios of mining critic and deputy critic for energy 
and natural gas.  He also chairs one of two policy 
committees within caucus, the Sustainable Economic 
Policy Committee. Prior to being elected as an 
MLA, Doug most recently worked in the community 
economic development sector. His formal education 
includes an undergraduate degree in biology and a 
graduate degree in journalism.   

Doug.Donaldson.mla@leg.bc.ca
Box 895 • Smithers, BC • V0J 2N0



Katrina Connors, Director, Skeena Programs, 
Pacific Salmon Foundation

Katrina Connors is the Director of Skeena Programs 
at the Pacific Salmon Foundation (PSF). She has a 
bachelor’s degree in geography from the University 
of Victoria and a master’s degree with the Fisheries 
Science and Management Research Group at 
Simon Fraser University’s School of Resource and 
Environmental Management. She has worked with 
PSF’s Skeena Salmon Program since its inception in 
2008 and is leading efforts to improve the technical 
foundation needed to implement Canada’s Wild 
Salmon Policy in the Skeena watershed. 

#300-1682 West 7th Ave • Vancouver, BC • V6J 4S6 
office: 604.664.7664 ext.117 • cell: 604.839.5242
www.skeenasalmonprogram.ca

Blair Ells, Geospatial Analyst, Ministry 
of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource 
Operations

For the past 15 years, Blair Ells has been working 
with geospatial data within provincial and federal 
governments and NGOs. He enjoys reading non-
fiction cultural history of B.C. and exploring this 
great region with his family.

Blair.Ells@gov.bc.ca

SESSION 2. ORGANIZATIONAL INITIATIVES. 
FACILITATOR: DON MORGAN



Steve Osborn, RPF   

Steve Osborn is a registered professional forester 
with expertise in timber tenure administration 
and related forest policy.  He has worked within 
government, as a consultant and as a volunteer on 
numerous special projects and community initiatives, 
including several years as webmaster for BV 
Research Centre’s Valley Vision project.

Steve@NexusSolutions.ca

Richard Overstall, lawyer

Richard is a Smithers lawyer with a particular inter-
est in administrative, environmental and land use 
law. Currently, he is developing the trust as a legal 
device for parties to cooperatively and impartially 
monitor whether the goals they negotiated in land-
use plans are being achieved. 

3783 Broadway Avenue 
Box 847 • Smithers, BC • V0J 2N0
250-847-3241 • rjo@burioverstall.com

Johanna Pfalz, Eclipse GIS

Johanna Pfalz has extensive experience providing 
GIS services to the natural resource sector within 
northwest B.C. Prior to working as a consultant 
for the past eight years, Johanna spent 10 years 
working with the provincial government in GIS. Her 
recent work has focused extensively on land-use 
plan monitoring related to the Skeena watershed. 

3875 3rd Avenue • Smithers, BC • V0J 2N0
250-847-5665 • Johanna.Pfalz@telus.net



Marc Porter, Senior Systems Ecologist, ESSA 
Technologies

Marc Porter is a Registered Professional Biologist 
and Systems Ecologist at ESSA with over 20 years 
experience in fisheries and wildlife sciences. He 
is particularly skilled in the use of geographic 
information systems (GIS) for integrating biological 
and physical information. Marc has a bachelor’s 
degree in wildlife biology and a master’s in zoology, 
both from the University of Guelph. He is currently 
assisting in the development of a provincial-scale 
habitat monitoring program for designated Fisheries 
Sensitive Watersheds in B.C. 

mporter@essa.com

Brendan Connors, Systems Ecologist, ESSA 
Technologies

Brendan Connors has a B.Sc. in biology from the 
University of Victoria, a Ph.D. in ecology from Simon 
Fraser University, and before coming to ESSA was 
a postdoctoral fellow in the School of Resource 
and Environmental Management at Simon Fraser 
University. Much of his work focuses on the statistical 
modelling and simulation of complex ecological 
processes to inform policy, management, and 
conservation. 

bconnors@essa.com

SESSION 4. THE KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT 
TOOLKIT

SESSION 3. TECHNICAL SUCCESSES AND 
CHALLENGES. MODERATOR:  HEATHER BAUER



Mike Ambach, Manager, North Coast Program, 
WWF Canada

Originally from the Cariboo region, Mike Ambach 
has lived in the Northwest since 2005. He has a 
background in adult and non-formal education, as 
well as environmental studies. Currently working 
for WWF Canada as North Coast Program manager, 
where he is mostly involved in marine planning and 
related initiatives.

250-624-3705, ext. 21 • mambach@wwfcanada.org

Andy Muma, Land Information Coordinator, 
Skeena Region Smithers  

Andy Muma started working with government 
in 2005 as a GIS and database analyst for B.C. 
Timber Sales and currently works as a geo spatial 
coordinator for Skeena Region. Previously, he 
worked as a GIS consultant in the forest industry 
for various clients, big and small. Andy graduated 
from Sir Sandford Fleming College in environmental 
technology in 1989; he moved to Alberta in 1990 
and B.C. in 1991.
 
250-877-3622 • Andy.Muma@gov.bc.ca

SESSION 5. MODERATED FIVE-MINUTE FORUMS



The Bulkley Valley Research Centre
would like to thank the following sponsors: 

www.bvcentre.ca


