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State of our global atmosphere 
IPCC findings Illustrated with Haiku & watercolour by 
Oceanographer, Gregory Johnson 
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State of our global atmosphere 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Reports released by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) can be daunting, even for science and policy insiders. The full Physical Science Assessment, the first installment of the Fifth Assessment Report(pdf), released in manuscript form earlier this year, is over 2,000 pages long.And even the Summary for Policymakers, rather optimistically referred to as a “brochure,” is a dense 27 pages.What if we could communicate the essence of this important information in plain language and pictures? Well, that’s just what one Northwest oceanographer has done. He’s distilled the entire report into 19 illustrated haiku.The result is stunning, sobering, and brilliant. It’s poetry. It’s a work of art. But it doubles as clear, concise, powerful talking points and a compelling visual guide.How did it come about? Housebound with a rotten cold one recent weekend, Greg Johnson found himself paring his key takeaways from the IPCC report into haiku. He finds that the constraints of the form focus his thoughts (He told me that he posts exclusively in haiku on Facebook.), and described the process as a sort of meditation. He never intended to share these “IPCC” poems.Johnson’s daughter, an artist, inspired him to try his hand at watercolors. On a whim he illustrated each haiku and shared the results with family and a few friends.



Two key questions about climate change: 

 What are the 
emissions sources in 
BC? 
◦ What can we do to 

reduce them? 

 
 

 
 
 

 How will BC be 
impacted by climate 
change? 
◦ How can we 

prepare/adapt? 

 



How do we act knowingly? 

SYSTEMS 
THINKING 

Transferable 
 Standardized 
 Accessible 
 
 

 

Relational 
 Layered 
 Meaningful 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Important 
 Place-based 
 Multiple values 
 
 

 
Resilient 
 Open to inquiry 
 Adaptive 
 
 

 



Tools 

Impacts 

 Community energy & 
emissions inventories 

 Public Sector GHGs 
 Industrial GHGs 
 Provincial inventory 
 “Climate Smart” 

Business 
 

 Plan2Adapt 
 ClimateBC & 

Climate WNA  
 Adaptive Design & 

Assessment Policy 
Tool (ADAPTool) 

 Climate Action 
Planning - FLNRO 
 
 

Emissions 



Application of GHG Data 
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An example of collaboration



Plan2Adapt 
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Build a strong 
foundation of 
knowledge 

Provincial 
Climate  Data Set 

Portal 

PCIC / 
Plan2Adapt 

Sea Level Rise 
Adaptation 

Primer 

Make adaptation 
part of 

Government’s 
business 

Highway 
vulnerability 
assessments 

Forest 
Stewardship 

Action Plan for 
CCA 

Guidelines for 
Sea Dikes and 
Coastal Flood 

Hazard Land Use 

Assess risks and 
implement 

adaptation actions 
in sectors 

Agriculture Risks 
and 

Opportunities 
Assessment 

Mining Policy 
Analysis and 

sector 
engagement 

Coastal flood 
hazard policy 

analysis 

Adaptation Strategy Framework 
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Presentation Notes
Ministries have flexibility to operationalize the adaptation strategy to fit their particular circumstances.  Several are considering climate change in plans and decisions – with the goal of ensuring that policies, programs, investments, and other initiatives are robust in the face of extreme weather events and medium-term to long-term climate change.  These efforts have been supported by provincial and federal investments in improving decision support tools for climate adaptation, such as Plan2Adapt, an online tool developed by the Pacific Climate Impacts Consortium at the University of Victoria to help planners and other decision-makers understand how climate will change in their region, and how this could affect their communities. The B.C. Government completed a series of technical studies to assist practitioners in incorporating sea level rise into coastal flood plain mapping, sea dike design and land use planning. We also developed a Sea Level Rise Adaptation Primer, a resource for local governments and land management authorities providing information on a range of tools that can be used as part of a sea level rise adaptation strategy.



 
 

 

Driver: Framework for Action 

1. Investments in science 
and decision support 
tools with a regional 
focus. 

2. Consider climate change 
impacts in planning and 
decision making across 
government.  

3. Assess risks and 
implement priority 
adaptation actions in key 
climate sensitive sectors.  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2010, BC’s Adaptation Strategy, Preparing for Climate Change, signaled to regional and local governments that adaptation was a current priority for the Province.Research endowment to develop solutions and inform decisions: Pacific Institute for Climate Solutions: 4 research universities, focus on climate solutions Pacific Climate Impacts Consortium: research on historic and future climate 

http://www.livesmartbc.ca/attachments/Adaptation_Strategy.pdf


Adaptation planning 
framework 

 Information gathering 
and public engagement 

21 adaptation tools 
• Planning 
• Regulatory 
• Land use change 
• Structural 
• Non-structural 

Application, advantages 
and disadvantages 

Economic, 
environmental, social 
and considerations 



Lessons Learned from Coastal 
Adaptation work 
 Describing and visualizing regional impacts helped 

communities understand the problem. 
 

 Specific guidance on what to plan for simplified 
decision-making by local governments. 
 

 Injections of funding boosted the existing capacity 
of governments at the provincial, regional and 
local levels. 
 

 Collaboration and leadership at different levels 
of government and intermediaries contributed to 
innovation. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
FOCUS ON SOLUTIONS NOT PROBLEM.WORK TOGETHERLEVERAGE SMALL FUNDING FOR BIG RESULTS.



Government’s Open Data Objectives 

 Ministries must take steps to expand 
public access  to government data by 
making it available online (unless restricted by law, 
contract or policy;) 

 Ministries must re-prioritize and 
expand data  collection efforts 
towards those that enable  citizens and 
sectors to create value from  government 
data; 



Government’s Open Data Objectives 

 Ministries must adopt BC’s open 
license for data  
◦ data be  published in an open machine-

readable format; 

 DataBC must ensure that citizens 
can give  feedback on, and assessment 
of, the quality  of published information 
and provide input to which data should be 
prioritized for publication. 
 



Where information is not open… 

 Freedom of Information Act request. 
 Work with Ecosystems Information, 

(Ministry Of Environment, Knowledge 
Management Branch) 
◦ Gateway to Open Data mandate 
◦ Can do confidential/non-disclosure 

agreements. 
◦ Supports data standardization, stewardship 

and IP (data in).  



Thank you! 

Heather.Bauer@gov.bc.ca 
Senior Climate Action Analyst, Province of 

BC 
Climate Action Secretariat 

mailto:Heather.Bauer@gov.bc.ca
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