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The Bulkley Valley Research Centre is a
registered not-for-profit society based
in Smithers, British Columbia that
conducts high-quality, interdisciplinary
research on temperate, montane and
boreal ecosystems, including their
human dimensions. The purpose of
the BVRC is to advance scientific and
technical knowledge and to improve
public understanding of ecosystems and
managing for their sustainability.
Mission
To undertake high-quality research
relating to natural and cultural
resources.
Vision
To establish northwest BC as an
internationally recognized centre for
excellence in research on natural and
cultural resources.

- Strategic Plan 2010-2015
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Year in Review
Adaptation and possibility

Over the course of the past year,
the Bulkley Valley Research Centre
celebrated many accomplishments. We created
the Skeena Knowledge Trust—an innovative step
toward greater knowledge management and more
informed decision-making about Skeena salmon
and their habitats. We also further established
the Morice Watershed Management Trust, and are
excited about a more meaningful relationship with
the World Wildlife Fund after partnering with them
on the Water Sustainability Workshop. All of these
initiatives demonstrate our ongoing strength as a
research organization.
The BVRC also reached the end point of some larger
funding agency relationships, and with this came the
completion of some long term projects. We’ve been
strategically preparing for this inevitable transition
period and those plans will begin to actualize in
2017. There continues to be opportunity at the
BVRC, however, in order to satisfy the needs of our
diverse membership, we need to reduce our scope
and operations to reflect the opportunities of the
day. These opportunities lie in ongoing research
projects, education, training, and collaborative notfor-profit initiatives, such as our recent partnership
with the WWF.
While other research organizations may not be
equipped to weather such ebbs and flows, the
BVRC has sustained itself largely because of its
ability to adapt. The Centre constricts and expands
as required over time. Our strength has always
been building relationships, so in the year ahead
we intend to concentrate on strengthening and
expanding our network.
Let’s celebrate a successful season of harvesting as
we return to sowing the seeds of possibility.

Executive Director
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Scientific Research and Projects
The Bulkley Valley Research Centre was involved in 27 projects throughout the year.
It was awarded 15 new projects, completed 12 projects, and will be carrying 19
projects forward to 2017. New projects awarded to the Bulkley Valley Research Centre
in 2016 brought in $957,116.

Project Funding 2016
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Scientific Extension
2016 Research Seminars

In 2016, the Bulkley Valley
Research Centre:
Maintained and updated its
website at bvcentre.ca
Maintained its presence on
Facebook
Hosted 10 well-attended public
bi-weekly research seminars
as part of our Seminar Series
program
Presented 12 Special Effort
Awards to students at the 2016
Pacific Northwest Regional
Science Fair

• Modelling photochemical air pollutants
from industrial and biogenic emissions
in Terrace-Kitimat

Co-hosted the “Smithers Water
Sustainability Workshop” with
WWF Canada

• How much is too much? Critical
loads and the regulation of industrial
emissions in northwest BC

Provided administrative support
to the following:
• Babine Watershed
Monitoring Trust
• Bulkley Valley Community
Resources Board
• Morice Water Monitoring
Trust
• Skeena Knowledge Trust
• BV Airshed Management
Society

• Quantifying the water budget for a
northern boreal watershed: The Coles
Lake study
• Sea lions, salmon, eulachon and
humans: How a complex legal order
emerged on the northwest coast two
millennia ago
• An introduction to human rights law in
the northern BC context
• Spill response and the test of due
diligence
• Modelling spring runoff in the
Kiskatinaw River
• Research Resources from The Real
Thing: The natural history of Ian
McTaggart Cowan
• Water sustainability: National impacts
and local opportunities
• Is the drone industry poised to take off
in the natural resource sector?
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Community Capacity and
Outreach
Membership
In 2016, the Bulkley Valley Research Centre acquired 16 new members for a
total of 60 members.

Funding Sources
The Bulkley Valley Research Centre continues to diversify its funding sources
as well as our research areas. We had 14 funding sources for our projects in
2016.

Community Capacity
The Bulkley Valley Research Centre paid $98,715.04 for its own administrative
support, $342,278.47 to contracted researchers and assistants who work in
the northwest (Haida Gwaii to Prince George), and $64,681.30 on other local
expenditures.

Innovation
The not-for-profit business model has made it somewhat challenging for the
BVRC to engage in larger scale industry and development projects. Therefore,
through intensive strategic discussions at the board level, the Centre will
now direct the industrial and regulatory resource management development
opportunities that come our way to Northwest Research and Monitoring
(NWRM). Nonetheless, the BVRC will continue to engage in government-related
conservation processes.
This is a natural evolution of the Centre, so we can concentrate on what we
have always done well and protect our charitable status. To that end, we
will focus on securing research projects, providing education and training
opportunities, and collaborating with NGOs.
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BVRC Awards
Scholarship
The BVRC was pleased to present the 2016 Irving Fox
Memorial Scholarship for Natural Resources Research and
Management to Robin Millard-Martin, who graduated
with honours from the Associate of Science Program at
Northwest Community College in Terrace. She continued
her studies through the Bachelor of Environmental Science
Degree Completion Program at Royal Roads University.
Robin moved to Smithers in 2011 and worked as a tree
planter and quality supervisor during the summer months. She
later trained as a forest technician and worked in the greater Bulkley Valley
area for a number of years as a local forestry consultant. This work provided
her with the experience necessary to understand forestry operations and
management in British Columbia and provided her with the impetus to
continue her education.

The Irving Fox Lifetime Achievement Award
The Irving Fox Award recognizes outstanding contributions to the
sustainability of natural and cultural resources in northwest BC over a
researcher’s career.
The winner of the Irving Fox Award receives a certificate, public recognition
for their contribution, and is encouraged to highlight the award in their
curriculum vitae. Each year in February, the BVRC calls for nominations for
the Irving Fox Lifetime Achievement Award.

The Jim Pojar Publication of the Year Award
The Jim Pojar Publication of the Year Award honours the author(s) of an
outstanding recent publication appearing in any format that contributes
to the understanding or sustainability of natural and cultural resources in
northwest BC.
The winner of the award receives a certificate, public recognition for their
contribution, and is encouraged to highlight the award in their curriculum
vitae. Each year in February, the BVRC calls for nominations for the Jim Pojar
Publication of the Year Award.

The Volunteer Distinction Award
The Volunteer Distinction Award was created to commend an active and
involved volunteer member of the Bulkley Valley Research Centre. This
award is an opportunity to recognize the outstanding contribution(s) of
an individual who exemplifies the vision and mission of the Bulkley Valley
Research Centre.
For more information about these awards, including full eligibility criteria, visit:
www.bvcentre.ca/get-involved/awards or contact us at info@bvcentre.ca
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Business Meeting
AGM Agenda
March 21, 2017

1. Acceptance of agenda
2. Acceptance of minutes from March 14, 2016
3. Annual report from the Board of Directors
4. Consideration of financial statements
5. Waiver of appointment of auditor
6. Election of the Board of Directors
7. New business
8. Adjournment
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Minutes from previous AGM
Minutes of the BVRC Annual General Meeting
Date: March 14, 2016
Location: Aspen Motor Inn, 4258 Highway 16E, Smithers BC
Directors Present: Adrian de Groot (chair), Johanna Pfalz (secretary), Sybille Haeussler, Don Morgan,
Brian Edmison, Richard Overstall, Alan Baxter
Directors Absent: Greg Knox, Phil Burton, Alison Beal, Jocelyn Campbell
Staff Present: Rick Budhwa, Kala Hooker, Lydia Howard, and Barb McFee
Members Present: see attached list
1. Acceptance of Agenda
Rosemary Fox moved to accept agenda as presented, Allan Banner seconded, agenda accepted as
written.
2. Acceptance of Minutes from 2015 AGM
Brian Edmison moved, Richard Overstall seconded, accepted.
3. Annual Report from Board of Directors presented by Don Morgan
Laurence Turney moved to accept the Annual Report, Wade Brunham seconded, accepted.
4. Annual Financial Statement presented by Brian Edmison
Richard Overstall moved to accept financial statements, Doug Steventon seconded, accepted.
5. Waiver of Appointment of Auditor
Rosemary Fox moved to Waive the Appointment of Auditor, Alan Banner seconded, accepted.
6. Establishment of Annual Membership Dues
Alan Baxter moved that Associate memberships are converted to individual memberships, a new
non-profit/educational tier is created for $250, a new corporate/small business tier is created for
$500, and the existing $2000 supporting members tier remain unchanged. Don Morgan seconded
the motion, accepted.
7. Election of Board of Directors
Sybille Haeussler, Alison Beal, Jocelyn Campbell, and Greg Knox are stepping down.
Proposed slate of directors presented
No alternative candidate directors proposed at AGM
Rosemary Fox moved to elect proposed slate of directors, Dave Coates seconded, approved.
8. New Business
None
9. Report from Staff
Rick Budhwa presented a brief update on Operations.
10.Awards
Presentation of Volunteer award to Bob Westcott (absent)
Debbie Cichowski received the Irving Fox Award
Leslie Johnson received the Jim Pojar Award
Sybille received a gift to thank her for all her contributions to the Board and the BVRC
11.Adjournment
Joanna Smith moved to adjourn the meeting, meeting adjourned.
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Financial Report
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Historical Financial Data
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Nominees for
2017 Board of Directors
Alan Baxter
Wade Brunham
Adrian de Groot
Brian Edmison
Daryl Hanson
Don Morgan
Richard Overstall
Johanna Pfalz
Michael Price
Pam Wright
Thank you to outgoing BVRC board members Laura Guillon and Phil Burton
for their exemplary service.

Nominee Bios
Alan Baxter, Planning Forester, Pacific Inland Resources
Alan Baxter was born and raised in northern BC in a logging and ranching
family. He graduated from the University of Victoria in 1995 with a degree
in biology and environmental studies. Following graduation, Alan moved to
Smithers and has resided and worked in the Bulkley Valley ever since. For
most of that time he has worked for Pacific Inland Resources (PIR), a division
of West Fraser Mills Ltd., as an operations forester and as a planning forester.
Alan has participated in LRMP discussion tables, landscape unit planning
processes, and monitoring projects across northwest BC. In his current role,
Alan is responsible for operational planning and development at PIR. He
is a member of the Association of British Columbia Professional Foresters
and currently sits on the ABCFP’s Stewardship Committee. In addition, Alan
and his family are partners in a local woodlot where they enjoy hands-on
forestry, including designing harvest plans, running equipment, and planting
seedlings. Alan’s focus is on sustainable natural resource development from
the stand level through to the landscape level.
Wade Brunham, ERM Consultants Canada Ltd.
Wade Brunham is ERM Consultants Canada Ltd.’s Regional Office Manager
in Smithers, where he leads the office in delivering environmental support
services to resource companies and maintenance contractors operating in the
region. He is responsible for business development and is a primary contact
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Nominee bios, cont.

for projects in northwest BC. Wade also provides project management and
environmental science services for a number of operational and exploration
stage mine projects. He is a lead wetland scientist and provides project
guidance on environmental assessments, wetland management, and wetland
compensation. He has been a practicing environmental scientist for more
than 15 years with experience throughout British Columbia, the Canadian
Arctic, and Europe. He has experience developing and implementing wetland
delineation, mapping, and classification studies and has completed a number
of baseline and effects assessments for wetlands related projects in the
Northwest Territories, Nunavut, and Northern British Columbia. He has also
designed wetlands to remediate storm water run off, drinking water, and
for habitat values. He has used a number of wetland data collection tools
such as ecological modeling, mapping, and classification to identify the
relationships between wetland extent, wetland function, and environmental
impacts.
Adrian de Groot, Consulting Ecologist, Drosera Ecological Consulting
Adrian de Groot is a vegetation ecologist with an interest in the vegetation
dynamics, conservation ecology and rare ecosystems. He has been working
as an independent ecologist since 2000, operating Drosera Ecological
Consulting. Adrian has worked in a variety of ecosystem types including
floodplains, northern grasslands, alpine, and wetlands. His work has included
rare and sensitive ecosystem mapping and inventory, floodplain dynamics
research, Terrestrial Ecosystem Mapping, grassland restoration, and writing
park and vegetation management plans. He served on the Bulkley Valley
Community Resources Board for seven years, three years as chair.
Brian Edmison, Chartered Accountant, Edmison Mehr CAs
Brian Edmison, born in Ottawa, obtained a BA degree from Queen’s
University in 1967 and a Chartered Accounts degree with Pricewaterhouse,
Toronto in 1970. In 1972, he joined a CA firm in Smithers, becoming a
partner in 1977, and remains with that firm, now called Edmison Mehr, CAs.
His public practice includes financial statement preparation for corporations,
not-for-profit organizations and individuals, auditing government entities,
Canadian and international taxation, and property management.
Daryl Hanson, Dome Mountain Project for Metal Mountain Resources Inc.
Daryl J. Hanson is a practicing professional geological engineer with over
40 years of mineral industry experience in the public and private sectors.
He graduated from the University of British Columbia with a Bachelor
of Applied Science in 1971 and has extensive experience in the private
sector in mine production, mine development, and exploration. In the
public sector, he held the position of Inspector of Mines with the British
Columbia Government for eight years. For the past fourteen years, Daryl
has worked as a self-employed geological consultant on exploration and
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mine development projects in northwest BC. In addition to his professional
work, Daryl has taught courses in geology, prospecting, and surveying at
Northwest Community College and trained a group of successful First Nation
prospectors. He is currently the Project Manager for the Dome Mountain
Project for Metal Mountain Resources Inc. In his spare time, Daryl enjoys
hiking, woodworking, gardening, kayaking, and spending time with his
grandchildren.
Don Morgan, Research Biologist, Ministry of Environment
Don Morgan is a natural resource management and systems researcher with
the Ministry of Environment. His main research area focuses on methods
for describing and analyzing socio-ecological systems with an emphasis on
wildlife habitat supply. He applies innovative methods to explore uncertainty,
particularly the impact of climate change on ecological processes and its
interaction with resource management decisions.
Richard Overstall, Lawyer, Buri, Overstall
Richard is a Smithers lawyer with a particular interest in administrative,
environmental and land use law. Prior to practising law, Richard worked as
a mining geologist, then as a researcher for a number of public-interest and
aboriginal organizations, including as expert evidence coordinator for the
aboriginal plaintiffs in the Delgamuukw title trial. Currently, he is developing
the trust as a legal device for parties to cooperatively and impartially
monitor whether the goals they negotiated in land-use plans are being
achieved. Richard has published and presented in a number of legal research
areas, including aboriginal law and history, criminal evidence, human rights,
and monitoring trusts.
Johanna Pfalz, Eclipse GIS
Johanna Pfalz has extensive experience providing GIS services to the natural
resource sector within northwest BC. Prior to working as a consultant for
the past nine years, Johanna spent 10 years working with the provincial
government in GIS. Her recent work has focused extensively on land-useplan monitoring related to the Skeena watershed. She is part of the technical
team for the Skeena Knowledge Trust.
Michael Price, SkeenaWild Conservation Trust
Michael holds a MSc. degree in ecology from the University of Victoria, is
a salmon ecologist with SkeenaWild Conservation Trust, and recently has
been awarded the Alexander Graham Bell Canada Graduate Scholarship
for doctoral study, which he will undertake at Simon Fraser University
this September. Michael has extensive research experience, involving
keystone and endangered species of terrestrial and marine systems. Michael
has conducted research on the ecology of salmon and related humaninduced stressors since 2007. Academic achievements include 14 scientific
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publications in refereed journals, 5 technical scientific reports, and designation as
expert witness at the Cohen Commission of Inquiry into the Decline of Sockeye
Salmon in the Fraser River. Michael lives in Smithers with his young son and
partner.
Pam Wright, Associate Professor, UNBC
Pam Wright is an Associate Professor in the Ecosystem Science and Management
undergraduate program and the Natural Resource and Environmental Studies
graduate program at the University of Northern British Columbia. Her focus is
on conservation planning and management, specifically the identification, design
and management of protected areas to maintain ecological integrity. Pam has
undergraduate degrees in biology and in outdoor recreation and conservation
from Lakehead University in northern Ontario, as well as an MSc and Ph.D. in
natural resource management from Ohio State University. She works at the
intersection of the social and biological sciences, conducting research alongside
peers and graduate students that includes establishing long-term ecological
change monitoring programs in parks, spatial (GIS) planning approaches for
conservation, and work with Indigenous communities and settler societies about
connecting people to each other and with nature. She served as Vice-Chair of
the Panel on the Ecological Integrity of Canada’s National Parks, is a recipient of
the 2010 J.B. Harkin Medal for Conservation, and is a founding member of the
Woman for Nature initiative. Pam is a 2017 Wilburforce Fellow in Conservation
Science.
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