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ABOUT THE BVRC

MISSION

The Bulkley Valley Research

To

Centre

quality

is

nonprofit

an

independent,

society

high-quality,

conducting

interdisciplinary

research on natural and cultural
resources. Our purpose is to
provide the science required for
sustainable

resource

management.

We

create

learning opportunities for our
members and the community
by

facilitating

conferences,

free

workshops,
seminars,

and other events. The Bulkley
Valley Research Centre strives
to support and promote this
community.

undertake,

facilitate,

research

and

and

promote

monitoring

high-

relating

to

natural and cultural resources.

VISION
The Centre is a trusted source of credible
research, information, and expertise pertaining
to natural and cultural resources, and provides a
forum for people and institutions to work
together to sustain these resources.

2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Sam Coggins - Chair
Irene Ronalds - Vice Chair
Adriana Almeida-Rodriguez-Treasurer
Evelyn Hamilton - Secretary
Alana Clason - Board Member
Kira Hoffman - Board Member
Brad Martin - Board Member
Cedar Welsh - Board Member
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SEMINAR SERIES
From September through May of each year, the
Bulkley Valley Research Centre hosts public seminars
over the lunch hour. These seminars are a chance to
connect and hear from regional and international
scientists and practitioners about the latest natural
and cultural resource research and management
developments.
In 2021, the BVRC hosted 11 seminars:
Developing Wildfire Resiliency in BC Forests
BC's Old-Growth Forests: A Last Stand for
Biodiversity
Long-Term Monitoring of Bald Eagles at
Besnard Lake
Long-Term Effects of Timber Harvesting on

Jolene Swain shared the results of her Master's thesis
concerning the survival and development of the eyespotted budmoth in response to temperature and relative
humidity. Swain argues that temperature and moisture are
among the most important abiotic factors influencing insect
abundance and distribution.

Coarse Woody Debris and Marten Habitat
Temperature and Humidity Impacts on an
Insect Pest of Tree Fruits
Occupational Health Impacts of Wildfire
Protecting Farmland: A Policy Perspective
Wildfire Research in Northwestern BC
Developing Forest Management Strategies to
Conserve Wildlife Habitat
Historical-Ecological Perspectives on Land-Use
in the Pacific Northwest
Field Observations and Remote Sensing of
Wildland Fuels
The Research Centre is grateful to the following sponsors
for their financial support of the Seminar Series:

Ingrid Farnell, a budding ecologist, shared her Master's
research on coarse woody debris dynamics post-harvest
and the impact on American marten coarse woody debris
habitat. She argues that over time, timber harvesting
impacts the quantity, quality, and input rates of coarse
woody debris that are necessary to support biodiversity,
nutrient cycling, carbon storage, and critical habitat
components for many species, including the American
marten.
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BVRC BY THE NUMBERS
A significant portion of the funds that the Centre manages for projects and operations
continues to support people. Researchers, research assistants, technicians, support
staff—these are essential capacities that enable locally driven, regionally relevant
research. Supporting researchers through project management; providing work
experience, mentorship, and encouragement to new graduates; sharing knowledge and
research outcomes with community and professionals—the Centre’s core activities work
to ensure the long-term sustainability of research throughout the region.

$62,000

$494,000

OPERATING FUND
Scholarship
1%

PROJECT FUND
Lab Analysis
4%

Fees &
Equipment 9%

Project
Administration 10%

Office Space
10%
Transportation
11%

Communications
12%

Research
Contracts 75%

Centre & Project
Administration
68%

RESEARCH FUNDING PARTNERS
The Centre exists because of its strong partnerships with funders and
supporters of research. The following organizations provided funding
for research projects in 2021:
BC Parks
BC Timber Sales
Canada Summer Jobs
Forest Carbon Initiative
Habitat Conservation Trust
Foundation
Ministry of Forests, Lands,
Natural Resources

ECO Canada
RBC Tech for Nature
University of Alberta
University of British Columbia
Wetzin'kwa Community Forest
Corporation
Whitebark Pine Ecosystem
Foundation of Canada
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2021 BVRC AWARDS
The 2021 Jim Pojar Award recipients were Karen Price,
Rachel

F

Holt,

and

Dave

Daust,

for

their

paper

Conflicting portrayals of remaining old-growth: the
British Columbia case , published by the Canadian

Journal of Forest Research in April, 2021. The team
analyzed the provincial Vegetation Resources Inventory
(VRI) database by biogeoclimatic variant and by site
index as a measure of relative forest productivity. They
emphasize that BC’s old-growth policy should require
retention by representative ecosystems, including a
measure

of

forest

productivity

by

biogeoclimatic

variant. A lack of conservation of high productivity oldgrowth ecosystems poses risks to biodiversity, climate
change resilience and carbon storage.
Evelyn Hamilton was the recipient of the 2021
Volunteer Distinction Award for her work as Chair

of the Bulkley Valley Research Centre's Wildfire
Research and Extension Program. Evelyn has been
invaluable
fostering

in

moving

partnerships,

the

initiative

ensuring

forward,

communication

across all stakeholders, exploring possibilities, and
supporting the research team.

The Irving Fox Memorial Scholarship was awarded to Oliver Holt, a
MSc candidate at UNBC. Oliver is investigating the relationship between
predator diet and caribou distribution across a gradient of habitat
disturbance in northwestern British Columbia. Oliver is developing
foundational

partnerships

with

Indigenous

and

non-Indigenous

governments, guide outfitters, and community members to support a
community-based approach to monitoring the diet of the focal predators
of caribou using stable isotope analysis. He will use caribou GPS collar
data to investigate the distributional response of caribou to habitat
disturbance and predator diet composition. His research is the first to
investigate predator-prey dynamics and their influence on caribou
population in northwestern British Columbia.
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MENTORING THE NEXT GENERATION OF RESEARCHERS
Ingrid Farnell

At the very start of my scientific
career, fresh out of undergrad, I
remember looking at the BVRC’s
website to see what types of jobs
and

research

topics

were

even

possible in the field of ecology. I
read through all the Centre’s past
and

current

projects,

thinking

‘Wow, I don’t even know how I
would begin to do something like
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this’. I decided to reach out to one

of the leads on a salmon and grizzly bear project to ask how they had started after their
undergrad and to see what kind of work one did on these projects. I was amazed by the
encouragement, support, and guidance I received as a very young and green “ecologist”
(if you could even call me that then). I feel like I blinked, and now I’m working with Dr.
Alana Clason and Dr. Kira Hoffman, Postdoctoral Research Associates with the Centre, on
forest stand dynamics and wildfire projects, leading field crews in data collection, and coauthoring papers. The Centre has provided and continues to provide a space to learn and
gain knowledge and experience from other researchers, biologists, and foresters. I have
worked on many different BVRC projects with a variety of people, each time learning
something new and growing as an ecologist (maybe you can call me that now!).
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Jocelyn Biro

I first came to Smithers in the spring of 2020
as a technician for the BC Conservation
Foundation, conducting fieldwork looking at
moose forage recovery following wildfires in
central BC. This research was facilitated by
partnering with the BVRC on their Forest
Carbon Initiative project ‘Tree Recruitment
After Fire’. I immediately found the Centre to
be

a

welcoming

fortunate

to

work

environment
under

some

and

was

amazing

ecologists, including Dr. Alana Clason and
Ingrid Farnell. By the end of the summer, I
had agreed to take on moose forage research
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as my MSc topic, and I was fortunate to have
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the
Centre support my work through the winter of 2020/21 with a position as a Research

Assistant, funded by ECO Canada and FLNRO. Under Alana’s supervision, I developed
many skills that have helped me progress in my MSc, including grant writing and coding. I
also became more familiar with the overall workings of the Centre and the unique vehicle
it is for advancing research in the northwest. Since first arriving in Smithers, I have been
fortunate to work on and alongside a few different BVRC projects, each experience
building my skills and knowledge as a young ecologist. I am constantly amazed by the
community of incredible researchers at the BVRC, and I’m thrilled I can be a part of it!
Now, as I work on my MSc, I continue to collaborate with the Centre through Alana, who
I’m thankful to have as my co-supervisor. I am always pleased to return to the Centre and
have enjoyed connecting with the wonderful staff and members who support the
organization.
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Leah Walker

I came to Smithers and the Bulkley Valley
Research Centre in June 2021 as a field
research technician. I worked under Dr. Kira
Hoffman and alongside Ingrid Farnell on a
wildfire research project for the 2021 summer
field

season.

I

was

thrilled

to

have

the

opportunity to live in this beautiful town and
work for a researcher who is a bit of an idol of
mine (I had read and cited Kira’s work in my
own Master’s thesis!). I laughed when, in my
interview, I was asked if I was okay working for
an all-female team - seemed like the opposite of
a problem to me! Through the summer, I also
had the opportunity to work with Dr. Alana
Clason, another amazing female researcher.
Once my summer contract ended, I moved on to
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a new position - working for Alana as a research technician on forest stand dynamics
modelling (SORTIE) and rsortie development at the Centre. Both positions have allowed
for a tremendous amount of personal and professional growth. I have become more
comfortable with project management and decision-making in the field. I have learned
new field techniques and honed existing ones. I have improved my coding skills and have
even had the opportunity to try my hand at making an R package and corresponding
website. These positions have been the perfect balance of support and encouragement to
push me outside my comfort zone to learn new things. The Centre has been a fantastic
place for me to kickstart my career as a forest ecologist.
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THANK YOU
to our members,

funders, researchers
and volunteers.

