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The Bulkley Valley Centre for Natural
Resources Research and Management is
a registered not-for-profit society based
in Smithers, British Columbia that
conducts high quality interdisciplinary
research on temperate, montane, and
boreal
ecosystems,
including
their
human dimensions. The purpose of the
Centre is to advance scientific and
technical knowledge and to improve
public understanding of ecosystems and
managing for their sustainability.
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To undertake high quality research
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To establish northwest B.C. as an
internationally recognized centre for
excellence in research on natural and
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2011
YEAR IN REVIEW
2011 was an exciting year. We continued to secure
new sources of funding for research, including from
the Moore Foundation. A challenge for us in 2012
will be to continue to diversify our funding sources.
We have already started to meet this challenge by
examining how we can better meet the needs of our
diverse community. Our board has been active in
this regard.
Some of our successes included diversifying our
funding sources, establishing new relationships with
foundations and environmental non-governmental
organizations, and hosting successful workshops. We also continued to
develop innovative research projects such as “Assessment of the cumulative
effects of alternative ecological and industrial scenarios on wild salmon
ecosystems in Skeena Region of British Columbia”.
Laurence Turney
President

One of the greatest strengths of the BV Research Centre is its ability to
adapt and remain flexible during challenging times. In 2011, the BV
Research Centre was fiscally responsible and maintained its administrative
and research capacity within a positive and dynamic work environment.
While 2012 will also be challenging, the BV Research
Centre is well positioned to endure any challenges that
may present themselves. For example, the BV Research
Centre has recently emerged as the logical regional
agency for cumulative effects research. We will continue
to pursue such opportunity, keep administration costs to
a minimum, build new relationships, and diversify our
funding sources. The strength of our governance and
operational structure has allowed us to become a leader
in the province, and it will continue to guide us forward
in the upcoming years.

Don Morgan
Vice President
Director of Operations
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SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND PROJECTS
The BV Research Centre was involved in 36 projects throughout the year. It
was awarded 17 new projects, completed 15 projects, and will be carrying
19 projects forward to 2012. We also submitted numerous other project
proposals and letters of intent. Contracts awarded to the BV Research
Centre in 2011 totaled $388,734.
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SCIENTIFIC REPORTS
In 2011, the BV Research Centre prepared the following documents:
Research Reports (5):
•
Future Histories: BC Climate Change Narratives for the Nadina
Forest District
•

Hillslope and Fluvial Processes Along the Proposed Pipeline
Corridor, Burns Lake to Kitimat, West Central British Columbia

•

Management strategies for climate change adaptation in the
Nadina Forest District

•

Nadina forest management regime: summary of land
management objectives and strategies

•

Projected Climate Change Impacts in the Nadina Forest
District

Journal Articles (2):
•
Competition and tree crowns: A neighborhood analysis of
three boreal tree species
•

Managing understory light conditions in boreal mixedwoods
through variation in the intensity and spatial pattern of
harvest: A modelling approach

Research Notes (2):
•
Ecosystem Change at Whitebark Pine’s Northern Limit
•

Exploring Whitebark Pine at its Northwest Limit

Other Documents (3):
•
Projections of climate-induced shifts in ecological zones of the
Skeena Watershed (Maps)
•

Amending SARA List of Species at Risk to Include Whitebark
Pine (Pinus albicaulis) (Letter of Support)

•

Bulkley Valley Laptop Share (Summary)

For a full listing of all our reports go to www.bvcentre.ca/research/reports/.
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SCIENTIFIC EXTENSION
In 2011, the BV Research Centre :
•

maintained and updated its
website, www.bvcentre.ca

•

hosted 10 public biweekly
research seminars in partnership
with Northwest Community
College

2011 RESEARCH SEMINARS
• Lessons from the canyon: Aboriginal
engagement in the Enbridge
Northern Gateway environmental
assessment
• Cultural resource management on
reserve lands - making positives out
of negatives
• All-candidates’ Forum - Research &
Resource Management
• Global patterns of biodiversity,
climate, and British Columbia Eocene
insects
• Forest Gardens: Agroforestry
applications for the Bulkley Valley
• Wetzin’kwa Community Forest:
Community Update April 2011
• Bulkley Valley Research Centre
Visioning Session

•

provided administrative support
to the Babine Watershed
Monitoring Trust
(www.babinetrust.ca)

•

provided administrative support

• A Case Study in Passive Facilitation
of Public Participation in Land
Planning
• Exploring the Social-Ecological
Resilience of Forest Ecosystem
Services

to the Bulkley Valley Community
Resources Board (www.bvcrb.ca)
•

maintained the Valley Vision
website (www.valleyvision.ca) to
support coordinated land use
planning in the Bulkley Valley
• Overstory and understory dynamics
of whitebark pine (Pinus albicaulis)
ecosystems of Northwestern British
Columbia
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COMMUNICATIONS AND OUTREACH
In 2011, the BV Research Centre :
• Awarded the Jim Pojar Award at the AGM (March 2011)
This year’s recipients of the Jim
Pojar Award were Natalie Ban,
Hussein Alidina and Jeff Ardon
for their paper Cumulative Impact
Mapping: Advances, relevance and
limitations to marine management
and conservation, using Canada’s
Pacific waters as a case study. The
trio was nominated by Mike
Ambach of WWF-Canada.
Jim Pojar being presented with the Jim Pojar award
on behalf of the 2011 recipients

• Awarded the Irving Fox Award at the AGM (March 2011)
Brian Edmison who was awarded
the Irving Fox Award was described
in the nomination letter as having
contributed significantly to the
achievement of sustainability of
Smithers in all of its ecological,
social and economic dimensions
while also raising the profile of his
hometown both nationally and
internationally.

Brian Edmison receiving the
Irving Fox Award

• Awarded the Volunteer Distinction Award at the AGM (March 2011)
Steve Osborn received the
Volunteer Distinction Award. This is
the second time Osborn has been
awarded for his volunteerism.
When he received the honour in
2009, he was unable to accept the
award as he was busy volunteering.
This year, the BV Research Centre
was pleased to grant him the award
in person.

Steve Osborn receiving the
Volunteer Distinction Award

• Produced one newsletter (August 2011)
• Held an open house (December 2011)
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SCHOLARSHIP
The Bulkley Valley Research Centre - Irving Fox
Memorial Scholarship for Natural Resources Research
and Management was awarded to Courtney Berdan,
NWCC and UNBC.
“In September of this year, I moved to Terrace in order
to continue my studies. I am still working on my
Associate of Archeology of Cultural Resource
Management as well as my Associate of Environmental
Geoscience at Northwest Community College. This
year, in addition to my studies at the college, I have
also begun studying at University of Northern British
Columbia. My courses this year have been really fun,
and I’ve recently discovered a love for studying fish and wildlife ecology.
By awarding me the Irving Fox Memorial Scholarship you have lightened my
financial burden which allows me to focus more on the most important
aspect of school, learning.”
Exerpt from Courtenay’s thank you letter to the Scholarship Committee.

MEMBERSHIP
In 2011 the BV Research Centre acquired 17 new members for a total of
109.
FUNDING SOURCES
The BV Research Centre has worked very hard at diversifying our funding
sources as well as our research areas. We had 19 funding sources for our
new projects in 2011, which is two more than the previous year.
COMMUNITY CAPACITY
The BV Research Centre paid $46,012 for administrative support and
$167,076 to researchers who work in the northwest (QCI to Vanderhoof)
and $50,540 on other local expenditures. Moreover, they have directed
many other business opportunities towards local enterprises as a result of
our extensive research network and relationships.
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BUSINESS MEETING
AGM AGENDA MARCH 26, 2012

1.

Acceptance of Agenda

2.

Acceptance of Minutes from March 1, 2011

3.

Annual Report from the Board of Directors

4.

Communications/Marketing Update

5.

Consideration of Financial Statements

6.

Waiver of Appointment of Auditor

7.

Establishment of Annual Membership Dues

8.

Election of the Board of Directors

9.

New Business

10. Adjournment for Presentation of Award
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MINUTES FROM AGM MARCH 1, 2011
Bulkley Valley Centre for Natural Resources Research and Management
Annual General Meeting
March 1, 2011
DRAFT
Directors Present: Laurence Turney (Chair), Sybille Haeussler, Debbie Cichowski, Brian
Edmison, Rosemary Fox, Anne Harfenist, Bob Mitchell, Irene Ronalds, Andrea Kosalko
Support Personnel Present: Rick Budhwa, Alana Clason, Amanda Follett, Kirsteen
Laing, Dave Amirault
Directors Absent: Phil Burton, Tony Pesklevits, Don Morgan
Additional Members Present: 23 additional members
Guests Present: 7 guests
1) Acceptance of Agenda
Anne moved to accept agenda; Dave Wilford seconded. Approved.
2) Acceptance of minutes from 2010 AGM
Dave Coates moved to accept; Richard Overstall seconded. Approved.
3) Annual Report from Board of Directors circulated and reviewed by Laurence
Anne moved to accept report; Debbie Wellwood seconded. Approved.
4) Annual Financial Statement and list of projects circulated and reviewed by Brian
Dave Wilford moved to accept statement; Steve Osborn seconded. Approved.
5) Waiving of appointment of auditor
Steve O. moved to waive the appointment of an auditor; Richard O. seconded.
Approved.
6) Membership Fee Structure
Brian moved to keep fees at 2010: $50 for associate members, $50 for non-profit/
educational groups and $2000 for supporting members; Adrian seconded.
Approved.
7) Board Election
Proposed slate presented
Rosemary Fox, Anne Harfenist, and Bob Mitchell are stepping down; Steve Knox, Alison
Beal, and Paul Wodjak are proposed new additions
No alternative candidates were proposed at AGM
Brian moved to elect proposed slate of Directors; Bob seconded. Approved.
8) New Business
No new business
9) Adjournment
Alison moved to adjourn. Approved.
Minutes taken by Irene Ronalds
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NOMINEES FOR 2012 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Alison Beal, Consultant, Wildeor Wildlife Research & Consulting
Phil Burton, Forest Ecologist, Canadian Forest Service and UNBC
Adrian de Groot, Consulting Ecologist, Drosera Ecological Consulting
Brian Edmison, Chartered Accountant, Edmison Mehr CAs
Sybille Haeussler, Consulting Research Forester, UNBC
Greg Knox, Executive Director, SkeenaWild Conservation Trust
Don Morgan, Research Biologist, Ministry of Environment
Tony Pesklevits, First Nations Initiatives Division, MARR
Irene Ronalds, Consulting Biologist
Regina Saimoto, Campus Principal, Smithers/Houston Campus, NWCC
Harvey Tremblay, Chairman/President, Hy-Tech Drilling Ltd.
Laurence Turney, Wildlife Ecologist, Ardea Biological Consulting

Nominee Bios

Alison Beal
Alison M. Beal is the former executive director of the Fur Institute of Canada (1991-2000),
in that capacity developing strong working relationships with the trapping community,
including First Nations, across Canada; she has a strong background on local, national and
international issues related to trapping, trapline management, humane trap research and
development, and the establishment of international humane trap standards. Alison has
served on the board of directors of the BC Wildlife Federation, the BC Trappers Association,
and was a founding director of the Canadian Outdoors Heritage Alliance. In addition, she
has worked cooperatively with the North Atlantic Marine Mammal Commission, and the
governments of Yukon, BC, and NWT.
Phil Burton
Phil Burton is Manager of Northern Projects for the Pacific Forestry Centre of the Canadian
Forest Service, based in Prince George, B.C., where he is also an adjunct professor in the
Ecosystem Science & Management Program at the University of Northern British Columbia.
Phil has written several dozen papers and book chapters on vegetation dynamics and forest
regeneration, and he currently researches various aspects of forest disturbance ecology. A
common theme of his work has been the integration of conservation biology into
sustainable forest management.
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NOMINEES FOR 2012 BOARD OF DIRECTORS—continued
Adrian de Groot
Adrian de Groot is a vegetation ecologist with an interest in the vegetation dynamics,
conservation ecology and rare ecosystems. He has been working as an independent
ecologist since 2000, operating Drosera Ecological Consulting. Adrian has worked in a
variety of ecosystem types including floodplains, northern grasslands, alpine and wetlands.
Adrian's work has included rare and sensitive ecosystem mapping and inventory, floodplain
dynamics research, Terrestrial Ecosystem Mapping, grassland restoration, and writing park
and vegetation management plans. He served on the Bulkley Valley Community Resources
Board for seven years, three years as chair.
Brian Edmison
Brian Edmison, born in Ottawa, obtained a BA degree from Queen's University in 1967 and
a Chartered Accounts degree with Pricewaterhouse, Toronto in 1970. In 1972, he joined a
CA firm in Smithers BC, becoming a partner in 1977, and remains with that firm, now
called Edmison Mehr, CAs. His public practice includes financial statement preparation for
corporations, not-for-profit organizations and individuals, auditing government entities,
Canadian and international taxation and property management.
Sybille Haeussler
Sybille Haeussler is a forester and research scientist whose work focuses on the effects of
human activities on the diversity, resilience and complexity of terrestrial ecosystems and
plant communities, and on improving ecosystem-based forest and rangeland management.
She has a B.S.F. from the University of British Columbia, an M.Sc. (Forest Ecology) from
Oregon State University and a Ph.D. (Environmental Sciences) from the Université du
Québec à Montréal. She is a member of the Association of British Columbia Forest
Professionals. Sybille is currently Research Coordinator with the Future Forest Ecosystems
Scientific Council of British Columbia, based at the University of Northern British Columbia,
and a Research Associate (honorary) in Forest Sciences at the University of British
Columbia. bia, and a Research Associate (honorary) in Forest Sciences at the University of
British Columbia.
Greg Knox
Greg Knox was hired as the Executive Director of Skeena Conservation Trust in October of
2007, and is responsible for the overall management of the Trusts activities. He earned a
Bachelor of Science in Geography from the University of Northern BC in 2000, after which
he became a certified Fisheries Technician and Field Supervisor with the Nisga’a Fisheries
program. In 2003, Greg also partnered in an ecotourism business based out of Terrace
where he specialized in guided grizzly bear and jet boat tours while continuing with his
fisheries work. Greg is currently enrolled in the MSc. Program in Environmental Science at
Royal Roads University where he is continuing his education while maintaining his position
as Executive Director.
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NOMINEES FOR 2012 BOARD OF DIRECTORS—continued
Don Morgan
Don Morgan is a natural resource management and systems researcher with the Ministry of
Environment. His main research area focuses on methods for describing and analyzing
socio-ecological systems with an emphasis on wildlife habitat supply. He applies innovative
methods to explore uncertainty, particularly the impact of climate change on ecological
processes and its interaction with resource management decisions.
Tony Pesklevits
Tony and his wife Lisa moved to the Bulkley Valley in 2008. His work with the First Nations
Initiatives Division of the Integrated Land Management Bureau involves building
collaborative agreements between government agencies and northwest First Nations on
land use and resource management, shared decision-making, resource revenue-sharing,
and governance. Prior to joining the provincial government in 2007, Tony spent nine years
in Nova Scotia, where he led an environmental field research program at Acadia University
and worked with government, academic, and industry partners to develop of a strategic
research plan for the Southwest Nova Biosphere Reserve. Tony completed a graduate
degree and post-graduate research at Dalhousie University focused on complex-systems
approaches for conserving and restoring eastern old-growth forests. His research interests
are cross-cutting and currently focus on collaborative governance, community resilience,
conflict resolution, and locating the prime fishing holes in the greater Skeena watershed.
Irene Ronalds
Irene is a Consulting Biologist who focuses on Biogeoclimatic Ecosystem Classification
(BEC), and Terrestrial Ecosystem Mapping (TEM). She also writes extension, planning and
management reports which synthesize ecological research and inventory information. She
moved to the Bulkley Valley in 1993 to work on the Protected Areas Strategy conservation
analysis. She is the mother of two young boys who spend a lot of time in the outdoors. She
weaves a variety of ecology projects into her busy life with them. She and her husband
Kevin, enjoy indulging the boys in the wonderful privilege of spending time in the wilds of
Northern BC.
Regina Saimoto
Regina Saimoto (BSc, MSc, RPBio) is the Campus Principal for the Northwest Community
College Houston and Smithers campuses. She obtained a Bachelor’s degree (Biology) from
the University of Winnipeg in 1989, and a Masters degree (Zoology) from UBC in 1993. She
has worked as a consultant, educator, and manager in the Bulkley Valley since, and has
been in her position as Campus Principal since 2009. The Northwest Community Colleges’
role in providing equal opportunities to education has provided a rewarding experience for
Regina in her efforts of furthering local, timely and relevant training in the Bulkley Valley.
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NOMINEES FOR 2012 BOARD OF DIRECTORS—continued
Harvey Tremblay
Harvey Tremblay is founder and president of Hy-Tech Drilling Ltd. based in Smithers, B.C.
From Kitimat, he and his wife Corry made Smithers their home in 1977 where they raised
their daughters, Jessica and Amy. After several years in the construction industry Harvey
began his career in the mining sector beginning with service work which eventually led to a
career in diamond drilling. Hy-Tech Drilling was formed in 1991 and has grown from a
single drill owner/operation to a fleet of 25 drills operating throughout western Canada and
Europe. Harvey also serves on the Boards of the Association for Mineral Exploration British
Columbia, the Canadian Diamond Drilling Association and the Bulkley Valley Economic
Development Association. He received the "David Barr Award" (2010) for safety, leadership
and innovation from the Association for Mineral Exploration B.C. and was the 2004
Smithers “Business Person of the Year”.
Laurence Turney
Laurence is an RPBio who graduated from the University of Victoria in 1983 with a B.Sc. in
zoology and has worked for consulting firms and government in a wide variety of disciplines
and geographic areas. Early in his career he spent time in the Queen Charlotte Islands and
Beaufort Sea working on seabirds and marine mammals. From 1986 to 1991, he worked for
the Department of Renewable Resources in Yellowknife, NWT in the areas of policy and
planning, land use planning and geographic information systems. While working for the
Ministry of Environment, from 1991 to 1995, he spent time in the Queen Charlotte Islands
as a Habitat Biologist and then in Terrace as a Forest Ecosystem Specialist. In 1996, he
worked as a consulting biologist in Terrace and from 1998 to 2006 was owner of Ardea
Biological Consulting, completing wildlife habitat assessments and Terrestrial Ecosystem
Mapping projects as well as teaching wildlife courses for Northwest Community College.
After a brief excursion into corporate consulting with Gartner Lee Limited and AECOM
Canada Ltd., Laurence restarted Ardea in 2009 and has been working on a variety of
environmental assessment and baseline studies heading a team of local consultants in
northern BC and the Yukon.
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