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The Bulkley Valley Research Centre is a
registered not-for-profit society based
in Smithers, British Columbia that
conducts high-quality, interdisciplinary
research on temperate, montane and
boreal ecosystems, including their
human dimensions. The purpose of
the centre is to advance scientific and
technical knowledge and to improve
public understanding of ecosystems and
managing for their sustainability.
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To undertake high-quality research
relating to natural and cultural
resources.
Vision
To establish northwest B.C. as an
internationally recognized centre for
excellence in research on natural and
cultural resources.
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Year in Review
Stability, innovation and
mentorship

This year, has been one of transition
and growth, however, I can confidently say
that the BVRC is in a stable and firm position,
from both an organizational standpoint and a
research direction standpoint.
It’s a complex situation out there, politically,
socially, economically. Unless you are flexible,
unless you innovate, you will be left behind.
We can be proud of the fact that over the past
year we have innovated and in a rather volatile,
unstable and unpredictable economy we are
uniquely positioned. Our ability to adapt, our
diversity of funding, research direction and the
relationships we have developed allow us to
be firmly rooted and move forward confidently
during uncertain times.
This year, because of the strong and stable
position we find ourselves in, we have had the
opportunity to explore and build our role in the
community. The centre has always emphasized
the importance of relationship building and
mentorship.
We have a great deal of young researchers
living locally with energy and talent, as well
as many well-established professionals with
a tremendous willingness to share their
knowledge and experience. This year we have
consciously focused on connecting those two
demographics.
Whether it be the summer students we have
employed, our involvement in the Pacific
Northwest Science Fair, the awarding of
scholarships, or the relationships we have
helped build, our activities over the past year
indicate to me that we have a pivotal role to
play in supporting the next generation of local
natural and cultural resource researchers.
I am excited about the opportunities and
challenges of the year ahead, and as an
organization I believe our challenge is to
continue to improve our ability to provide the
network that allows researchers to find their
way into the many opportunities the centre
holds.

Executive Director
info@bvcentre.ca
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Scientific Research and Projects
The Bulkley Valley Research Centre was involved in 36 projects throughout the year.
It was awarded 20 new projects, completed 17 projects, and will be carrying 26
projects forward to 2016. New projects awarded to the Bulkley Valley Research Centre
in 2015 brought in $639,222.

Project Funding 2015
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Scientific Extension
In 2015, the Bulkley Valley
Research Centre:

2015 Research Seminars

Maintained and updated its
website, www.bvcentre.ca
Maintained its presence on
Facebook (www.facebook.com/
pages/Bulkley-Valley-ResearchCentre)
Hosted 9 well-attended public
biweekly research seminars
as part of our Seminar Series
program
Presented 12 Special Effort
Awards to students at the 2015
Pacific Northwest Regional
Science Fair
Cohosted three special events:
• “Connecting our natural and
cultural resource research
community” (Coates &
Company)
• “How can the impacts of
development be better
managed in the Skeena?”
(UNBC & WWF)
• Dze L’Kant Friendship Centre
Social Enterprise Feasibility
Study workshops
Provided administrative support
to the following:
• Babine Watershed
Monitoring Trust
• Bulkley Valley Community
Resources Board
• Morice Water Monitoring
Trust
• Skeena Knowledge Trust
• BV Airshed Management
Society.

• Bulkley Landscape Reforestation
Standards Project
• Committee on the Status of Endangered
Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) Status
Report on Caribou
• Natural Resource Assessment in the
Morice Watershed
• Geoscience BC: A Special Seminar
• Modelling Photochemical Air Pollutants
from Industrial and Biogenic Emissions
in Terrace-Kitimat
• How much is too much? Critical
Loads and the regulation of industrial
emissions in Northwest British
Columbia, Canada
• Quantifying the Water Budget for a
Northern Boreal Watershed: The Coles
Lake Study
• Sea lions, Salmon, Eulachon and
Humans: How a Complex Legal Order
Emerged on the Northwest Coast Two
Millennia Ago
• Applying Human Rights Law to Northern
BC
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Community Capacity and
Outreach
Membership
In 2015, the Bulkley Valley Research Centre acquired 13 new members for a
total of 66 members.

Funding Sources
The Bulkley Valley Research Centre continues to diversify its funding sources
as well as our research areas. We had 14 funding sources for our projects in
2015.

Community Capacity
The Bulkley Valley Research Centre paid $75,962.54 for its own administrative
support, $8,054.81 to salaried researchers and $344,495.75 to contracted
researchers and assistants who work in the northwest (Haida Gwaii to Prince
George) and $52,465.27 on other local expenditures.

Innovation
In 2013, the Office of the Wet’suwet’en asked the Bulkley Valley Research
Centre for technical assistance in designing and carrying out research related to
water quality, terrain stability and stream crossing sampling in the Morice River
watershed, for the Pacific Trails Pipeline project.
In order to protect the integrity of the BVRC’s charitable status, which is
essential for its fundraising and grant obtaining abilities with many government
agencies and foundations, a new independent commercial company emerged to
assume the contract.
This company, Northwest Research and Monitoring Ltd., maintains the
relationship with the BVRC and the Office of the Wet’suwet’en, and is an
umbrella organization that enables local consultants to engage in the Morice
River sampling and other studies required under the Pacific Trails Pipeline EA
Certificate.
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BVRC Awards
Scholarship
The 2015 recipient of the Irving Fox Memorial Scholarship
was Laura Grant. Laura is a graduate student in the Natural
Resources and Environmental Studies M.Sc. program at the
University of Northern British Columbia.
Laura is committed to natural resource management
research in the Bulkley Valley and the scholarship will assist
her as she continues her research into how human activities,
including forestry, linear corridors and recreational use, directly affect the
survival of Northern Mountain caribou.
Laura has been affiliated with the BVRC for many years and during this time
has worked on various projects at the centre. The fact that Laura plans to
apply her experience working in Bulkley Valley region to her studies is one of
the key reasons her application stood out during the selection process.

The Irving Fox Lifetime Achievement Award
The Irving Fox Award recognizes outstanding contributions to the
sustainability of natural and cultural resources in northwest BC over a
researcher’s career.
The winners of the Irving Fox Award receive a certificate, public recognition
for their contribution, and are encouraged to highlight the award in their
curriculum vitae. Each year in February the BVRC calls for nominations for
the Irving Fox Lifetime Achievement Award.

The Jim Pojar Publication of the Year Award
The Jim Pojar Publication of the Year Award honours the author(s) of an
outstanding recent publication appearing in any format that contributes
to the understanding or sustainability of natural and cultural resources in
northwest BC.
The winners of the award receive a certificate, public recognition for their
contribution, and are encouraged to highlight the award in their curriculum
vitae. Each year in February the BVRC calls for nominations for the Jim Pojar
Publication of the Year Award.

The Volunteer Distinction Award
The Volunteer Distinction Award was created to commend an active and
involved volunteer member of the Bulkley Valley Research Centre. This
award is an opportunity to recognize the outstanding contribution(s) of
the individual who exemplifies the vision and mission of the Bulkley Valley
Research Centre.
For more information about these awards, including full eligibility criteria,
visit: www.bvcentre.ca/get-involved/awards or contact us at the BVRC: info@bvcentre.ca
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Business Meeting
AGM Agenda
March 14, 2016

1. Acceptance of agenda
2. Acceptance of minutes from March 19, 2015
3. Annual report from the Board of Directors
4. Consideration of financial statements
5. Waiver of appointment of auditor
6. Establishment of annual membership dues
7. Election of the Board of Directors
8. New business
9. Adjournment

info@bvcentre.ca
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Minutes from last AGM

info@bvcentre.ca

n

Box 4274 Smithers, BC

n

V0J 2N0

9

Bulkley Valley Research Centre 2015 Annual Report

Financial Report
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Historical Financial Data
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Nominees for
2016 Board of Directors
Alan Baxter
Wade Brunham
Phil Burton
Adrian de Groot
Brian Edmison
Laura Guillon
Daryl Hanson
Don Morgan
Richard Overstall
Johanna Pfalz
Michael Price

Nominee Bios
Alan Baxter, Planning Forester, PIR
Alan Baxter was born and raised in northern BC in a logging and ranching
family. He graduated from University of Victoria in 1995 with a degree in
biology and environmental studies. Following graduation, Alan moved to
Smithers and has resided and worked in the Bulkley Valley for the last 19
years. For most of that time he has worked for Pacific Inland Resources
(PIR), a division of West Fraser Mills Ltd., as an operations forester and as a
planning forester. Alan has participated in LRMP discussion tables, landscape
unit planning processes, and monitoring projects across northwest BC. In his
current role, Alan is responsible for operational planning and development
at PIR. He is a member of the Association of British Columbia Professional
Foresters and currently sits on the on the ABCFP’s Stewardship Committee.
In addition, Alan and his family are partners in a local woodlot where
they enjoy hands-on forestry, including designing harvest plans, running
equipment, and planting seedlings. Alan’s focus is on sustainable natural
resource development from the stand level through to the landscape level.
Wade Brunham, ERM Consultants Canada Ltd.
Wade Brunham is ERM Consultants Canada Ltd.’s Regional Office Manager
in Smithers BC, where he leads the office in delivering environmental
support services to resource companies and maintenance contractors
operating in the region. He is responsible for business development and is
a primary contact for projects in Northwest BC. Wade also provides project
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Nominee bios, continued...

management and environmental science services for a number of operational
and exploration stage mine projects.
He is a lead wetland scientist and provides project guidance on
environmental assessments, wetland management, and wetland
compensation. He has been a practicing environmental scientist for more
than 15 years with experience throughout British Columbia, the Canadian
Artic, and Europe. He has experience developing and implementing wetland
delineation, mapping, and classification studies and has completed a number
of baseline and effects assessments for wetlands related projects in the
Northwest Territories, Nunavut, and Northern British Columbia. He has
also designed wetlands to remediate storm water run off, drinking water,
and for habitat values. He has used a number of wetland data collection
tools such as ecological modeling, mapping, and classification to identify the
relationships between wetland extent, wetland function, and environmental
impacts.
Phil Burton, Forest Ecologist, UNBC
Phil Burton represents the University of Northern British Columbia on our
board, and is an Associate Professor of Ecosystem Science & Management
and Northwest Region Chair at UNBC’s Terrace campus. Phil has written
more than 50 papers and book chapters on vegetation dynamics and
forest regeneration, including major contributions to the books Towards
Sustainable Management of the Boreal Forest (2003) and Salvage Logging
and its Ecological Consequences (2008). Formerly a researcher and manager
with the Canadian Forest Service, he currently investigates various aspects
of forest disturbance ecology. A common theme of his work has been the
integration of conservation biology into sustainable forest management.
Adrian de Groot, Consulting Ecologist, Drosera Ecological Consulting
Adrian de Groot is a vegetation ecologist with an interest in the vegetation
dynamics, conservation ecology and rare ecosystems. He has been working
as an independent ecologist since 2000, operating Drosera Ecological
Consulting. Adrian has worked in a variety of ecosystem types including
floodplains, northern grasslands, alpine and wetlands. His work has included
rare and sensitive ecosystem mapping and inventory, floodplain dynamics
research, Terrestrial Ecosystem Mapping, grassland restoration, and writing
park and vegetation management plans. He served on the Bulkley Valley
Community Resources Board for seven years, three years as chair.
Brian Edmison, Chartered Accountant, Edmison Mehr CAs
Brian Edmison, born in Ottawa, obtained a BA degree from Queen’s
University in 1967 and a Chartered Accounts degree with Pricewaterhouse,
Toronto in 1970. In 1972, he joined a CA firm in Smithers, becoming a
partner in 1977, and remains with that firm, now called Edmison Mehr, CAs.
His public practice includes financial statement preparation for corporations,
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Nominee bios, continued...

not-for-profit organizations and individuals, auditing government entities,
Canadian and international taxation and property management.
Laura Guillon
Laura Guillon is a microbiologist originally from Prince George. She received
a B.Sc. (Honours) in Biotechnology from the British Columbia Institute of
Technology and the University of British Columbia in 2009. She completed
her M.Sc. in Interdisciplinary Oncology from UBC in 2012. Laura has worked
on the West Nile Virus monitoring program at the BC Center for Disease
Control, on immunity and leukemia research projects at the BC Cancer
Research Center, and in the private biotechnology sector in Vancouver. Laura
has a keen interest in environmental leadership and has worked with the
Provincial Health Services Authority, UBC and other teams in partnership
with Climate Smart to track and reduce greenhouse gas emissions and
promote her passion for cycling. She moved to Smithers in 2014 with her
partner Jordy to enjoy the lifestyle offered and welcomed her newborn
daughter, Freya, in 2015.
Daryl Hanson
Daryl J. Hanson is a practicing professional geological engineer with over
40 years of mineral industry experience in the public and private sectors.
He graduated from the University of British Columbia with a Bachelor of
Applied Science degree in 1971 and has extensive experience in the private
sector in mine production, mine development, and, exploration. In the
public sector he held the position of Inspector of Mines with the British
Columbia Government for eight years. For the past fourteen years, Daryl
has worked as a self-employed geological consultant on exploration and
mine development projects in northwest BC. In addition to his professional
work, Daryl has taught courses in geology, prospecting and surveying at
Northwest Community College and trained a group of successful First Nation
prospectors. He is currently the Project Manager for the Dome Mountain
Project for Metal Mountain Resources Inc. In his spare time, Daryl enjoys
hiking, woodworking, gardening, kayaking and spending time with his
grandchildren.
Don Morgan, Research Biologist, Ministry of Environment
Don Morgan is a natural resource management and systems researcher with
the Ministry of Environment. His main research area focuses on methods
for describing and analyzing socio-ecological systems with an emphasis on
wildlife habitat supply. He applies innovative methods to explore uncertainty,
particularly the impact of climate change on ecological processes and its
interaction with resource management decisions.
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Richard Overstall, Lawyer, Buri, Overstall
Richard is a Smithers lawyer with a particular interest in administrative,
environmental and land use law. Prior to practising law, Richard worked as
a mining geologist, then as a researcher for a number of public-interest and
aboriginal organisations, including as expert evidence coordinator for the
aboriginal plaintiffs in the Delgamuukw title trial. Currently, he is developing
the trust as a legal device for parties to cooperatively and impartially
monitor whether the goals they negotiated in land-use plans are being
achieved. Richard has published and presented in a number of legal research
areas, including aboriginal law and history, criminal evidence, human rights,
and monitoring trusts.
Johanna Pfalz, Eclipse GIS
Johanna Pfalz has extensive experience providing GIS services to the natural
resource sector within northwest B.C. Prior to working as a consultant for
the past nine years, Johanna spent 10 years working with the provincial
government in GIS. Her recent work has focused extensively on land-useplan monitoring related to the Skeena watershed. She is part of the technical
team for the Skeena Knowledge Trust.
Michael Price, SkeenaWild Conservation Trust
Michael holds a MSc. degree in ecology from the University of Victoria, is
a salmon ecologist with SkeenaWild Conservation Trust, and recently has
been awarded the Alexander Graham Bell Canada Graduate Scholarship
for doctoral study, which he will undertake at Simon Fraser University
this September. Michael has extensive research experience, involving
keystone and endangered species of terrestrial and marine systems.
Michael has conducted research on the ecology of salmon and related
human-induced stressors since 2007. Academic achievements include 14
scientific publications in refereed journals, 5 technical scientific reports, and
designation as expert witness at the Cohen Commission of Inquiry into the
Decline of Sockeye Salmon in the Fraser River. Michael lives in Smithers with
his young son and partner.
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