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December 5, 2011 
 
Greg Wacholtz 
Branch Manager 
Bulkley Valley Credit Union 
Box 3729 
Smithers, BC, V0J 2N0 
 
Dear Greg: 
 
Thank you so much for supporting the 2011 Smithers Bioblitz. The event went very well 
despite the terrific rain we experienced during the weekend of July 30-31st. Approximately 
100 people participated over the weekend, from children to grandparents, including a 
number of accidental and highly enthusiastic participants who had either come to hike the 
Twin Falls trails or who were looking for a place to camp at the Recreation Site. 
 
With support from the Bulkley Valley Research Centre; Northwest Community College; 
Recreation Sites and Trails BC; the Bulkley Valley Credit Union and a dozen local 
professional biologists, artists and child educators; we gathered to celebrate and investigate 
the region’s natural diversity. Together we shared discussions about the animals (including 
fish, insects, birds and mammals), plants and mushrooms that live in our valley. In total, 
participants recorded over 500 species in the Twin Falls area. 
 
Your support allowed us to provide food and drinks for the dripping wet participants, 
restoring their depleted energy for further investigations. There was a palpable feeling of 
the potential for discovery during the event. Indeed, one lichen collected from the area is 
presently being analyzed to determine if it is a new discovery to science. 
 
The event culminated in a slideshow in the foyer of the new Northwest Community College 
where 30 participants watched images captured during the Bioblitz and shared stories of 
their experiences. 
 
The Smithers Bioblitz stimulated a lot of interest and included participants from Terrace and 
Prince George. It also initiated discussions about further efforts to provide nature education 
in the Bulkley Valley. Plans are already under way for the 2012 Smithers Bioblitz to be held 
in another diverse (and perhaps less rainy) location in the valley. 
 
Thank you once again for the wonderful support. Without your contribution, this event 
would not have been such a success. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Patrick Williston 
Bulkley Valley Research Centre, Member 
Smithers Bioblitz 2011, Organizer 



 
 


