


 

March 7, 2011 

Re: Whitebark Pine Ecosystem Restoration 

Woodmere Nursery Ltd., would like to add its support to the proposal by the Bulkley Valley 

Centre for Natural Resources Research & Management to undertake a wildlife habitat 

enhancement and restoration project near Smithers. 

We feel strongly that this study will further enhance our abilities to understand the whitebark 

pine - lichen ecosystems that are an exceptional feature of this region.  The effects from the 

cumulative stresses of climate change, diseases and pests such as the mountain pine beetle 

attack imposed on such a major contributor of this ecosystem, whitebark pine stands, must 

be studied. Since the research will provide natural resource and wildlife habitat managers a 

valuable tool to make sound ecosystem management decisions that will benefit all users. 

This project will allow Woodmere Nursery the opportunity to research and eventually 

develop propagation methods for this difficult species.Woodmere Nursery Ltd. is prepared to 

provide an in-kind contribution estimated at $1000 to support this much needed research 

project.  Our in-kind contribution will provide whitebark pine seedlings and will also allow 

access to our greenhouses for further studies if needed by the researchers of this proposal. 





                                      Nov. 1, 2010 

Dear Sybille                                     

 

As discussed with you earlier, we are pleased to assist you with your project ‘Restoring 

Whitebark Pine Ecosystems of West Central British Columbia to Enhance Habitat 

for Bears and other Subalpine Wildlife’. We have approximately 100 whitebark pine  

(Pinus albicaulis Engelm.) seedlings from 4 provenances (representing both southern and 

more northern seedlots) that can be made available to you for your initial spring planting 

(May-June 2011). 

 

These seedlings were supplemental to a whitebark trial conducted at UNBC, Prince 

George campus, in 2008-2009 (FIA-FSP funded, Project # Y091062). The seedlings will 

be approximately 2.5 yr old at the time of your planting. They are currently growing in 

containers out doors and have already over-wintered outside last year (2009-10).  

 

We see our involvement with your project as an opportunity to share information, and 

consult with respect to the biology and occurrence of whitebark pine in its northern 

range. Our group has experience in germinating and growing WBP under greenhouse 

conditions and we will be pleased to share these methods with you, if needed. 

 

Your study has the potential to contribute to the limited body of knowledge on whitebark 

pine in Canada, and to aid in the restoration of these biologically important habitats. 

Whitebark pine is a remarkable species, at high risk and in decline, it has the ability to 

adapt to high elevation ecosystems characterized by extreme climate and soils. We wish 

you the very best of success with your project. 

 

(In kind value of contribution estimated to be approximately $300) 

 

Sincerely, 

Hugues B. Massicotte, Ph.D., Ing.F. 

 

President, Canadian Botanical Association  

Professor, Forest Biologist 

University of Northern British Columbia 

Ecosystem Science and Management Program 

College of Science and Management 

3333 University Way                        ph: 250-960-5813 

Prince George, B.C.    Canada          fax: 250-960-5538 

http://web.unbc.ca/forestry/Hugues/ 
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