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 Comment- The focus seems to be on predicting advanced regeneration from a 
 timber perspective. Some of these stands may be very valuable from a biodiversity 
 perspective even if they do not have enough stocking in them in reference to large 
 live trees, these may become rare in the future. 
 
 Q. What is the desired landscape? 
  
 A. We want to have it all; a thrifty sustainable forest, we want to have biodiversity 
 and landscapes that maintain all the values (wildlife, recreation, etc.) and non-
 timber activities and resource values. The problem is that the management of most 
 provincial forests is that once it does come under the responsibility of a forest 
 products company in terms of harvesting it now goes into the stream of being a 
 silvicultural priority meaning growing trees for more timber with timber being  
 defined by today’s standards, heavy emphasize on conifers and saw logs. 
 
 Q. What is the attitude here (northern BC) on sub-alpine fir in stocking standards? 
 
 A. It is not a preferred species but an acceptable species. We rolled everything into 
 acceptable species, because there is a biodiversity value and a timber value. If we 
 end up in a timber supply crunch anything will be desirable. I would argue for  
 acceptance of sub-alpine fir, black spruce, birch, aspen, cottonwood depending 
 where you are. 
  
 Q. How do we get the message across that planting sub-alpine fir is not a bad 
 thing, how do we cross that barrier? 
 
 A. The next conference theme is balsam is good….haha. 
 
 Comment– Fornitek is saying that sub-alpine fir second growth is like a different 
 sub-species it has really good properties, as far as treatability (pressure treatment) 
 it treats right to the pith, might be a better quality product. 
 
 Comment– I appreciate what you say about walking through the forest, if we 
 want to keep predicting we are not going to get anywhere, the forest isn’t dead, as 
 long as we respect that we will be okay. 
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