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 Q. What height are you coring your trees at, off of the ground? 
 
 A. DBH; so when we say establishment we haven’t corrected for height at DBH. 
  
 Q. Have you thought about any of those corrections, especially if some of those 
 saplings are 75 years old? 
 
 A. I did do a regression because we are doing the sapling countings at the ground, 
 so I thought this would be a great correction factor but in an even-aged stand 
 using the regression equation the overstory trees get younger because it is  
 conditioned for a really different growth rate, so I think that ultimately what we 
 need to do is to sample some of our trees at DBH in the overstory and some at 
 ground height and then do a comparison of just the overstory itself. 
 
  Comment– I think it would be very insightful if you were to core at the 20-
  30 cm height if you were to establish some additional plots. It might bring 
  your dates in closer. 
 
 Q. If these are lodgepole pine stands and you are finding multiple fire-scarred 
 trees can you comment on the paradigm that lodgepole pine is a thin bark species 
 so it is susceptible to fire? 
 
 A. There is a couple of different paradigm things happening because lodgepole pine 
 are not supposed to be shade tolerant and we are seeing 15 years of suppression, 
 maybe their roots are graphted to the overstory trees. I think it is pretty clear that 
 lodgepole pine is able to survive fires, its ability to heal around wounds is  
 extraordinary. What we are also seeing in these even-aged stands, is that there is 
 some mixed severity because we were seeing fires before that major stand  
 replacing event. 
 
  Comment– That’s an excellent point and I challenge everybody to change 
  their pre-concieved ideas about lodgepole pine stands and whether or not 
  they are truly even-aged stands. 
 
 Q. You had scars from previous MPB attacks and that indicates that the tree was 
 not killed by the MPB affect? 
 
 A. Often the literature suggests that when you get strip attack scars by MPB those 
 scars may have occurred during an outbreak but for whatever reason that tree was 
 able to resist being over come or those scars were formed during a more endemic 
 period of MPB. 
 
 
 
 

….continued 

 
 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

TTTIMBERIMBERIMBER G G GROWTHROWTHROWTH   ANDANDAND V V VALUEALUEALUE C C CONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE   ——— F F FEBRUARYEBRUARYEBRUARY 6 & 7, 2008 6 & 7, 2008 6 & 7, 2008 



Jodi Axelson - continued 
 
 Q. How is it that the bark gets stripped off? 
 
 A. The bark tends to stay on the scar face but after the larva hatch and they start 
 eating through the phleom they are not girdling the tree, they are just girdling 
 sections and then that tree survives and heals over that wound as best as possible. 
 
 Q. Did you get blue stain on the bark? 
 
 A. Sometimes you do and that can be a really helpful way to know the difference 
 between fire and MPB. Sometimes you don’t know where the scar came from so 
 you just put ‘other’. 
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