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 Q. Did you get a sense, from the First Nations considering berry production of 
 whether they went to different areas depending on the year and weather  
 conditions? 
 
 A. Yes they did, but they do not think of it in that sense today but they did in the 
 past, but there is a bit of gap of knowledge around that. They did have their  
 particular areas and they would recognize that some areas would be better in some 
 years than others and that might be because of early frost, the amount of 
 moisture. Part of this study was to help them see across the landscape so that they 
 knew they could access other areas in years that were poor.  
 
 Q. Have the non-timber products been assessed at the provincial level as a dollar 
 value and because they are extracting a crown resource is there any return to the 
 government? 
 
 A. No return to the government because there is no regulation. It is positive be
 cause it gives communities a chance for economic return and negative because 
 there is no monitoring, no sustainability trials. The commercial side is important 
 but less important than the other values so it can conflict with cultural use. We 
 estimate it to be around 250 million/year export revenue. 
 
 Q. Are you hoping to come up with a protocol that other First Nations can use as 
 well? 
 
 A. Yes. We have been focusing on more extension this year. We want some really 
 succinct how to guides. Working in the communities has been very variable, some 
 have their own protocols and others don’t so there is a trust factor to work 
 through. There is a lot of academic information and research on TEK and ownership 
 of knowledge but there is a bit of gap on what it looks like in the community, what 
 does it look like on the ground, what does it look like to the researcher. This is 
 something that we are looking at right now and to be able to come up with some 
 solid protocols. 
  
 Q. Is there any consideration of why these plants were not domesticated in the last 
 10 000 years (raspberry, strawberry)? 
 
 A. Well that depends on your level of domestication because they were and almost 
 every nation did some level of farming and enhancing (agroforestry). We find  
 species growing in areas they shouldn’t be in suggesting domestication. But in the 
 last 100-200 years we have had a bit of an affect on these traditional practices but 
 it is still going on in certain areas. 
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Wendy Cocksedge - continued 
 
 Q. There seems to be more research and documentation coming out on the coast 
 with practices that haven’t been recognized until recently. Is that just because 
 those practices had more permanent structures and more long lied evidence? Why 
 is there that difference in information between the coast and the interior? 
 
 A. That could be part of it (structures lasted longer). There is more people on the 
 coast and that is where most of the studies are being done and there is a few  
 Nations that are incredibly strong and have preserved a lot of their traditional 
 knowledge, there is some examples of this in the interior but I don’t think that 
 people are looking for it and if you are not looking for it you are not going to find 
 it. Traditionally hunting and gathering was done by men and berry picking was 
 done by women and a lot of the ethnobotonists were men, so you had men  
 talking to men. Only recently do you have people like Nancy Turner. 
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