
Richard Kabzems 
Research Silviculturist, Ministry of Forests and Range, Dawson Creek 
Early Growth White Spruce Underplanted Beneath Spaced and Unspaced Aspen 
Stands in Northeastern British Columbia 
 
 Q. You mentioned that 1200 stems/ha is a threshold level below which you can 
 expect reasonable growth up to a certain age, 30-60 spruce age at which point 
 harvest of the aspen should be carried out, is that right?…. 
 
 A. Those were some examples, I think your better predictive tool would be the 
 aspen basal area and Craig (2000) was trying to help people have some initial 
 numbers in order to help people decide if you’re going to do this what kind of  
 aspen stand would you look for to do this underplanting treatment, so it is the 
 balance of the Fort Nelson work showed it, if you have very high basal area,  
 relatively dense aspen stand that’s possible but may not be the best candidate and 
 on the other hand if you go too open you may with the understory vegetation have 
 a more competitive environment so you are trying to find those intermediate types 
 of aspen stands where you can establish and get a reasonable growth rate with a 
 minimal of other considerations. 
  
 Comment (con’t from above Q). … We do live in an environment where we can 
 make changes to stocking standards. It would be very helpful if the scientific  
 community could provide licensees with this threshold level, some guidance around 
 the threshold, like the basal area or other stocking index. The change in stocking 
 standards can be done on a landscape level by licensees they just need to be able 
 to find the information. 
 
 A. Hopefully my talk was not interpreted wrong, this is very different from a 50 
 year old aspen stands not 10 year old mixedwood stands. Yes, there is information 
 available, people have done work and based on this and my personal work, I would 
 personally recommend that you look at the aspen basal area and then they have a 
 predictive tool, but with any of these possibilities, you need to know where you 
 want to end up, how often do you want to use it, where do you want to use it, 
 what is your goal 50-100 years into the future to achieve this. The objective comes 
 first, instead of one size fits all. 
 
 Comment (FPB– Victoria)- What we have done in the Peace District is we have 
 aided the forest industry in that area to develop free-growing criteria for different 
 types of mixedwoods that Richard is talking about. It is not a project that you 
 come up with one mode of criteria; this is situation based, it will be different  
 depending on your product objectives, rotation objectives. You come up with  
 free-growing criteria for spruce-aspen on one side and then trying to come up with 
 a successional mixedwood stand, mesopatch mixedwood patches 
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