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 Q. How do squirrels kill the snowshoe hares? 
 
 A. Squirrels kill the snowshoe hares when the hares are 10 days old and younger. 
 Squirrels will only kill within their territory. The snowshoe hares nest in the tall 
 grass. All the hares have to do is let out one small squeak and the squirrels hone in 
 on this. They kill by one bite in the back of the neck. They carry the hare back to 
 their tree and hang them in a branch to dry. They are very effective and they can 
 take out a whole litter in their territory by doing that. Once again that would have 
 been a suppression agent in our forests but with the mature pine being gone the 
 squirrel numbers (we assumed) have declined meaning the main predator is out of 
 the system right now. 
 
 Q. You talked about ??...What size was….? 
 
 A. Both 
 
 Comment– ??....it is a specialist stock, it was a tree that was going to be thrown 
 away so we asked if we could outplant it into a field and planted it at…..seasons….
 so it would be effectively at 1/2 plus or a 1 plus. We asked for specs. We wanted to 
 make the shortest tree possible with the fattest stem and the most lateral 
 branches, it was kind of an experimental thing that the nursery had the flexibility 
 to try to turn it into where a…. 
 
 Q. Is there any indication of the nutrients that the tree has such as   
 nitrogen/oxygen used in greenhouses, is there any thoughts about cutting that 
 back maybe…., maybe producing a lot bigger stems, making sure the tree is much 
 bigger? 
 
 A. I collected natural regen. and nursery trees to look at the active herbivory  
 compounds and if we do see a result, because in this trial we have natural regen. 
 and nursery trees planted side by side, then we will go down that road and see if 
 that provides any more insights. We seem to have the feeling, from people in the 
 field, that browse pressure seems to be higher on nursery trees than naturals. The 
 down side is that you can actually have low density of hares in some of these  
 landscapes and if all your planting has the dothistroma and the mountain pine 
 beetle tree cover and there is still snowshoe hares running around and they feel 
 comfortable enough they can still take those seedlings, so the argument could be 
 that one hare in one evening could go down a line and take 10-20 seedlings. It 
 doesn’t seem to be only the amount of hares as a small amount can do major 
 damage. 
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